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Urban sprawl and piece-meal planning continue to be 
the “soup du jour” for county and city planners across 

the northern and central valleys encompassing Lompoc, 
Santa Maria, and Santa Ynez.

The Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) •	
recently approved the formation of a community 
district in the middle of Santa Rita Hills, prime 
agricultural land between Lompoc and Santa Ynez 
Valleys, which could open up this premier wine-
growing area to new development. 
Despite our protest, the Board of Supervisors recently •	
approved high density development on land zoned 
for open space and recreation near Vandenberg 
Village.  
A new rezone request at the La Purisima Golf Course •	
near Lompoc could set a precedent that would open 
up the Gaviota Coast and other pristine areas to new 
development.
The City of Santa Maria approved the development •	
of 1,430 residential units for potentially 5000 people 
on agricultural land at Mahoney Ranch, far from city 
services. 
The proposed annexation of 2,300 acres of •	
county farmland to the City of Santa Maria for the 
development of an additional 9,500 dwelling units is 
still in the works.

SB CAN’s Government Watchdogs are on the prowl, but 
we need more help.  Our new city council members and 
3rd District Supervisor will be welcome reinforcements, 
but we need you too.  

Contact us if you’d like to participate on our HOT 
Committee or help with research and fact-finding. Your 
membership renewal and year-end donations are also 
crucial ways to help us stay on the alert and keep Santa 
Barbara County from turning into another Orange 
County. 

In 2007 SB CAN and SB CORE began hosting special 
screenings of current commercial films with a social 
justice or environmental edge, followed by panel 
discussions to highlight pressing local issues. 

In December we presented a special screening of 
MILK, a highly-acclaimed Gus Van Sant film starring 
Sean Penn.  The film highlights the career of Harvey 
Milk, the first openly gay man in America to hold 

Watchdog HOT Spots Across the 
North County

SB CANNES “Movies with a Message Film Series Special screening of “Milk”  Dec. 9
public office who worked to end discrimination against 
members of the LGBT community.  

The film was followed by a panel discussion on 
“When Laws Become Discrimination” moderated by 
Geoff Green, Executive Director of the Fund for Santa 
Barbara.  The Fund for Santa Barbara co-sponsored the 
film and panel discussion.

SB CAN & SB CORE
Partners in Research & 

Education
SB CORE, the Santa Barbara 
Council on Research and 
Education, was founded in 2003 
and is dedicated to research and 
education on a wide variety 
of progressive social justice 
and environmental issues in 
Santa Barbara County. As an 
all-volunteer organization, SB 
CORE contracts with the staff of 

progressive organizations like SB CAN to research issues 
and promote fact-based, public dialogue on important 
issues.
SB CORE is proud to partner with SB CAN in providing 
public forums, skills workshops, and leadership 
development in Santa Barbara County. SB CAN and SB 
CORE have separate boards of directors, representing a 
wide range of interests and regions across the county.  The 
organizations share office space and staff, as well as co-
sponsor many community events and activities.
Since SB CAN is a 501c4 nonprofit which allows us to 
advocate for new laws and policies; contributions are 
not tax-deductible.  However, contributions made to SB 
CORE as a 501c3 nonprofit are tax deductible.
Both SB CORE and SB CAN are funded by grants and 
also by generous donors.  We’d like to give special thanks 
to the following funders and major donors for their 
contributions this year and in the past:

McCune Foundation
Susan Rose & Allan Ghitterman
The Fund for Santa Barbara	
Andrew & Adrian Davis
Maryanne Mott		
Vicky Blum & David Lebell

Diane Meyer Simon		
Emilio Casanueva
Peter Sperling			
Judith Hopkinson
Richard Mazess 		
Richard & Mickey Flacks

SB CORE DIRECTORS

Richard Flacks, Pres.
Marc Chytilo, V.P.
Ignacio Alarcon

Rich Appelbaum
Ana DiStefano
David Lebell
James Murr

Vibiana Saavedra
Richard Solomon

Jeanne Sparks
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Help make SB CAN and SB CORE more Sustainable!

Here are two ways to help sustain the work that SB CAN and SB CORE are doing to promote 
social and economic justice, preserve our environmental and agricultural resources, and create 
sustainable communities.

Go Green for the Holidays!
www.LetsGoGreen.biz has a great selection of eco-friendly products for every home, office, or 
business.  From biodegradable plates, cups, utensils, and food containers to recycled paper and 
plastic goods, they have everything to help green your holiday.  The BPA-free water bottles and 
corn-based ink pens will make great stocking stuffers or office holiday gifts.  AND 25% of every 
purchase will be donated to a nonprofit of your choice.  Just go to www.LetsGoGreen.biz and 
choose SB CORE/SB CAN as your beneficiary at checkout time! 

Donate to Cars4Causes
Here’s a great way to get rid of an old vehicle and support sustainable communities at the 
same time. Donate your vehicle to Cars4Causes, and when it sells, part of the proceeds will go 
to SB CORE.   To donate a vehicle, call 1-800-477-7617 and provide information on the vehicle 
and the organization you’d like part of the proceeds to go to.  For more information, please go 
to the website www.cars4causes.net. 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