








Honoring Local Heroes in the North County

€ 6T his was the best Awards Dinner yet,” said Selma Rubin
about the sold-out event held in Santa Maria on April 19.
Every year for the past five years SB CAN and SB CORE have
been helping to build a progressive community in northern Santa
Barbara County by honoring individuals, organizations and
businesses for their outstanding contributions to the community.

This year’s outstanding community leaders were especially
impressive.

“Buellton Is Our Town (BIOT)” received our “Looking
Forward” Award for strong leadership and vision in community
building and civic engagement. This all-volunteer advocacy
organization put an Urban Growth Boundary initiative on the
ballot in Buellton last November, winning a 69 percent voter
approval. Eight year old Rose Elovitz accepted this award.

Minga & Raul Ceja from Santa Maria received our Social

Justice Award for promoting equality, respect and compassion
for all people in our community. They have spent a lifetime
“serving the underserved,” including helping troubled youth and
struggling families, and fighting for workers’ rights and a living
wage.

John Evarts & Marjorie Popper of Los Olivos received

our Environmental Protection and Sustainability Award for
exemplary leadership in preserving our natural resources and
promoting sustainable agriculture. They have done so as small
organic farmers, community planning advocates, founders of
the Santa Ynez Natural History Society, and publishers of the
Cachuma Press, publishing works on California’s native flora.

Betty Biggs from Lompoc received our Giving Back to the
Community Award for her work as a nationally-acclaimed artist
and volunteer helping to promote and celebrate diversity. In
addition, for the past six years she has been creating special

artworks for the North County Rape Crisis Center, which has
been auctioned off to help support local women in crisis.

Herb Asbury from Santa Maria received our Working Families
Award for helping to improve the quality of life for working
families through the creation of affordable housing. In 1995,
Herb spearheaded the creation of the Habitat for Humanity of
Northern Santa Barbara County.

Gale McNeeley, Master of Ceremony, introduced each
awardee with a special song they chose for the occasion, and
Peter Claydon accompanied him on the guitar. Third District
Supervisor Doreen Farr presented certificates to each awardee
from the County, and Olivia Uribe, SB CAN Associate Director
presented certificates from Assemblyman Pedro Nava. Guest
Speaker Drew Sugars, former news anchor with KCOY and
current community liaison with the Santa Barbara County
Sherift’s Department, spoke on the media’s role in creating
healthy, dynamic communities.

Please join us in thanking our Generous Sponsors for helping
to make this event possible! They include: The Fund for Santa
Barbara, Sierra Club, McCune Foundation, Laborers Union
Local 220, Guadalupe
Cultural Arts &
Education Center, Nancy
Johnson, Northern Santa
Barbara County Women’s
Political Committee,
Santa Maria Valley
Democratic Club, North
County Rape Crisis
Center, Lompoc Valley
Democratic Club, Santa
Ynez Valley Alliance,
Wanda T. Toro, Thekla
and Richard Sanford’s
Alma Rosa Winery &
Vineyards.
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SB CANNES ‘““Movies with a Message” Celebrates Earth on Earth Day

arth Day couldn’t be more important for our moment in time,
Ewhen nations around the world have conceded that the global
warming caused by man-made activities is threatening the survival
of the planet. People across the globe are sensing the urgent need
to come together and rise to the challenge of saving our planet.

SB CAN celebrated Earth Day by hosting the screening of Earth,
DisneyNature’s premiere film production in Santa Barbara. This
is the latest film in our SB CANNES “Movies with a Message”
series, featuring films with a social justice or environmental edge,
followed by a panel discussion highlighting current local issues.

Earth tells the inspirational stories of three animal families and
their journeys across the planet we all call home. Rare live action
footage, unimaginable scale, and stunning photography capture the
most intimate moments of our planet’s wildest and most elusive
creatures.

Osherenko, who is also a Project Scientist at the Marine Science
Institute at UCSB, adds: “Our piece of the planet is no less
amazing and biologically rich than the areas depicted in “Earth.”
But we are also a highly populated area with extensive tanker and
cargo ship traffic that poses significant threats to these species.”
She explained how the channel is a feeding and resting ground for
a number of the great whales. They arrive in spring to feed on the
rich upwellings and can easily be seen from boats in the channel or
from the islands. Last year five Blue Whales were struck by ships
between here and Los Angeles. This year already two whales were
killed by ship strikes.

“This is preventable if ship speeds were reduced to 10 knots,”
Osherenko reports, adding that currently tankers travel up to 13-15
knots and cargo ships at 18-21 knots. Reduction in shipping speed
would also reduce greenhouse gas emissions, air pollution and
water pollution. Shipping is one of

Following the film, a panel discussion
led by Geoff Green of the Fund

for Santa Barbara examined the
implications of global warming and
the need to preserve our planet and its
magnificent wildlife.

“How can people be expected to care
if they aren’t inspired?” explained
producer Alastair Fothergill at an early
screening of his film. “This is a movie
designed to inspire.” And inspiring it
is.

Rick Rosenthal, a Cinematographer for DisneyNature’s Earth

and one of our panelists, told how he left his work as a research
biologist to film some of the spectacular images he was witnessing
in the wild, convinced that this would be a more effective way

to inspire people to preserve the wilderness areas that are fast
disappearing.

“If watching something like this doesn’t inspire people to care
about the planet, nothing will,” noted panelist Dave Davis,
Executive Director of the Community Environmental Council.

What some local viewers may not realize, however, is that Santa
Barbara County is one of those rare corners of the earth where the
mountains and sea meet to create one of the richest bio-diverse
areas in the nation. Because of our unique landscape and wildlife,
Santa Barbara County ranks fourth in the nation as an endangered
species “hot spot.”

“Remember that we too have equally impressive and amazing
species in our front yard, the Santa Barbara Channel,” panelist Gail
Osherenko, President of the Environmental Defense Center (EDC),
reminds us. “Our coastal waters host a number of endangered
whale species including the largest mammal on earth - the Blue
Whale. The largest concentrations of Blue Whales are found right
here in our ocean front yard. In addition, San Miguel Island is
home to 5 species of pinnipeds (seals) - a unique combination not
seen elsewhere.”

the largest sources of air pollution in
Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties.
EDC is working through the Channel
Islands National Marine Sanctuary
Advisory Council to improve
management and work with shipping
companies and government agencies
to reduce ship speeds.

It’s this boots-on-the-ground kind of
advocacy work that several panelists
agreed helps get them through the day
when the urgency and immensity of
their work in helping to “save the planet” threatens to overwhelm
them. “The work I'm doing here with the Ocean Conservancy is
what keeps me grounded and keeps me going,” said panelist Greg
Helms.

Our ocean front yard isn’t the only habitat in our county that needs
preserving. Other endangered species found in our “backyard”
hills and canyons, while not as large or majestic as the Blue Whale
or some of the mammals depicted in “Earth,” when examined
within their own scale of reference, are equally beautiful, valuable,
and threatened. These creatures include the Tiger Salamander,
Red Legged Frog, Steelhead Trout, Western Snowy Plover, and
Santa Cruz Island Fox, to name a few—mnot to mention the fabled
California Condo.

Our actions locally can have a direct effect on the survival of these
creatures that call our county home. Their survival is dependent
upon the preservation of their habitat—the surrounding open space,
including agricultural lands, wetlands, coastlines, waterways, parks
and forests.

When we support the preservation of open space, we are doing

our bit to preserve this corner of the planet. Let’s ensure that our
children and grandchildren will have the pleasure and privilege of
living in harmony with the precious wildlife that calls our corner of
this “mind-blowing” earth home.



SB CAN columns on HOT topics appear regularly in the Santa Maria Times, Noozhawk.com, and the Lompoc Record.
Below are excerpts from two columns written by Executive Director Deborah Brasket.

Myths about Affordable Housing
First printed in the Santa Maria Times, March 13, 2009

Imost everyone understands and supports the need for more
Aaffordable housing—in theory—but when it actually comes
down to zoning for or building affordable housing, people in
nearby neighborhoods tend to come out in droves to oppose it.
The mentality seems to be: build it anywhere, everywhere, but
not near me, please.

Some of this resistance has to do with a misunderstanding about
the sorts of people who need affordable housing. A national
study by the Center for Housing Policy in 2006 showed that
to afford a $248,000 home, an income of $84,000 was needed.
This excluded most elementary school teachers, police officers,
nurses, and firefighters. To afford a 2-bedroom apartment at
$821 per month, an hourly wage of $15.79 was needed. This
excluded most childcare workers, bank tellers, retail clerks, and
hairdressers—people we count on in almost every capacity of
our lives.

The fact is, the people who need affordable housing are people
we trust to wash our carpets, serve us coffee, groom our dogs,
pick our produce, mow our lawns, service our cars, cut our hair,
and teach our children. You’ll find many of them working at the
local food bank and boys and girls club, delivering food to the
elderly, and helping kids stay drug-free. They aren’t criminals
just waiting to move in next door so they can rob us blind. They
are people we know well—essential members of our community.
There is no correlation between safe, decent, affordable housing
and street crime.

Another misconception about affordable housing is that it is
ugly and can lower property values. The factis . . . [a]ffordable
housing designs in the 21% century are a lot more attractive than
most tract homes or apartment complexes built in the 70s or 80s.
If you look at La Casa de las Fuentes in Santa Barbara (density of
56 units/acre) or the Ted Zenich Gardens in Santa Maria, you will
see beautifully designed housing that outclasses the surrounding
neighborhood. Several studies that track neighborhood home
values before and after affordable housing is built, including one
by the Institute for Urban and Regional Development, show an
insignificant or a positive effect on property values.

Some people oppose affordable housing because they think it
will add to traffic congestion and overburden infrastructure.
Yet a National Personal Transportation Survey shows that low-
income families living in affordable housing near jobs and public
transportation make 40% fewer private vehicle trips than nearby
families with higher incomes. Single-family neighborhoods
have 2-3 times more school-age children than families living in
apartments. In fact, several studies, including one by the Urban
Land Institute, conclude that infrastructure costs dramatically
decline as density increases.

We need to outgrow our base fears and outdated misconceptions
about affordable housing and embrace our higher values of
fairness and opportunity for all. The next time an affordable
housing project is proposed nearby, ask yourself if the woman
caring for your mother, or the man you trust to clean your carpets
deserves a decent home—perhaps near you.

Subsidies for Private Vehicle Use
First printed in the Santa Maria Times, January 30, 2009

With global climate change and diminishing oil supply, no
one should be forced to depend upon private vehicle use,
and everyone should be given incentives to choose transit over
private vehicle use. Many people, moreover, don’t have the
option to use private vehicles. Whether because of disabilities,
age, or lack of financial means, they are dependent upon transit
to get to work or school, to visit the doctor, or to go shopping.

Unfortunately public funding for transportation still strongly
favors and subsidizes private vehicle use over transit. Each year
§75 billion in public funding is spent on highways and streets.
One expert’s report concludes:

“Government subsidies for highways and parking alone amount

to between 8 and 10 percent of our gross national product, the
equivalent of a fuel tax of approximately $3.50 per gallon.
Including indirect costs such as pollution cleanup and emergency
medical treatment, the figure could run as high as $9.00 per
gallon. The cost of these subsidies—approximately $5,000 per
car per year—is charged directly to the American citizen in the
form of increased prices for products or, more often, as income,
property, and sales taxes.

This means that the hidden costs of driving are paid by everyone:
not just drivers, but also those too old or too poor to drive a car.
And these people suffer doubly as the very transit systems they
count on for mobility cut back on services, unable to compete
with the heavily subsidized highways.”

Yet transit provides the best bang for the public buck. In the
Chicago area mass transit saves drivers 22 hours of sitting in
rush-hour traffic each year, resulting in a “productivity benefit
worth $1.6 billion a year to those drivers alone.” A national
study reports that “every $1 spent on transit yields $3.40 in
direct local economic output.” Other studies show that funding
spent on transit creates twice as many new jobs as spending on
highways.

Clearly funding for transit deserves a much higher priority in the
county than it has received, particularly in the north county which
lacks an independent transit agency like South Coast’s MTD and
where transportation planners and political leaders have shown
a strong bias against transit. We need to create a transit system
in every city and across the county that is competitive with
private vehicle use. It’s the right thing to do—for ourselves, our
children, and future generations.



“Soup with the Supes” — SB CAN’s Annual Membership Meeting

his year’s annual meeting which was held in April at the

home of former Supervisor Susan Rose featured Third
District Supervisor Doreen Farr. Second District Supervisor
Janet Wolf also joined us, rounding
out the “Supes” part of the party.
Participants also enjoyed fantastic
soups prepared by our one and
only Jon Williams, along with an
assortment of bread, wine, and other
goodies.

We invited Supervisor Farr to
share some of her first experiences
as Third District Supervisor.
Doreen shared what she felt had
been three immediate votes that
highlighted her commitment to her campaign promises. First
was her promise to protect the Gaviota Coast and her vote to
revise Santa Barbara Ranch MOU. Second, her commitment
to accountability and her vote to limit the CEO’s powers.

And last, but equally important, was her commitment to
the environment and her vote to prioritize a Climate Action
Strategy for the County. She then graciously took time to
answer questions from our members
who were eager to have a lively
dialogue.

HOT Chair Dick Flacks talked about
some of the HOT issues SB CAN has
been working on regarding housing,
open space and transportation,
highlighting our newest undertaking,

the Sustainable University Now (SUN)
Coalition which is following the process
1 of UCSB’s Long Range Development
Plan. [Read more about SUN on page 2.]

In addition to the great company and conversation, SB CAN
members voted to elect the slate of candidates to our Board of
Directors. Next year, our annual membership meeting will be
held in the northern part of our county.

"The Future of Journalism: Keeping the Watchdog Alive in Santa Barbara and the Nation"
Co-Sponsored by Santa Barbara Community Action Network (SB CAN) and International Brotherhood of Teamsters

At a time when corporate and wealthy owners of newspapers all over America are gutting their newsrooms and jettisoning content, where will we get our daily
in-depth news? Who will do the hard work of investigative reporting? On June 17 in Santa Barbara, a panel of experts tackled how to strengthen the press

in the Age of the Internet, here and around the country. Panelists included Susan Paterno, a journalist and professor at Chapman University; Jerry Roberts,
former managing editor of the San Francisco Chronicle and editor and publisher of the News-Press; Jim Rainey, a Los Angeles Times staff writer who covers
the media; Nick Welch, columnist for Santa Barbara Independent; and Dick Flacks, a UCSB professor emeritus of sociology, a radio host and a community
activist. The panel was moderated by Craig Smith, a Santa Barbara blogger who keeps a close eye on the News-Press.

(continued from page 2

Height Limits Initiative

* Limiting our downtown development would contribute to global
warming and defeat energy conservation measures since suburban-
style single-family houses consume significantly more energy per
occupant than multi-family buildings;

+ The development of a 20- to 30-year plan being formulated in the
PlanSB process would be stillborn, strangled by the Height Limit
Initiative;

* Analysis of which candidates are leading the support for the Height
Limit Initiative will show that “cars are basic” folks are teaming
with smart growth opponents to try to maintain the dominance
of the automobile in planning for our city — totally ignoring the
environmental consequences of such policies;

* Future, efficient, sustainable architectural designs would be stifled
by an inflexible, 19th or 20th century approach to development;

* NO exceptions would be allowed to the 40-ft building height limit
— even for replacing taller structures (of which there are dozens in
our City) that may be damaged by earthquakes or fires; Cottage
Hospital, for example, could not build its proposed addition;

* Inclusionary projects — which use market-rate housing to subsidize
workforce housing (for which there is no existing financing
mechanism) would be effectively banned — no matter how attractive

and desirable they would otherwise be, simply because they would
need to be over 40 feet in height.

SB CAN has joined the SB Chapters of the American Institute of
Architects and the American Planning Association, the Coastal Housing
Coalition, The Community Environmental Council, Habitat for Humanity,
PUEBLO, SB Chamber of Commerce, The Sustainability Project, SB
County Democratic Central Committe, and the Central Coast Chapter of
the US Green Building Council, among others opposing this measure.

Our goal should be a vibrant, diverse, pedestrian-friendly downtown.
Development that includes housing and retail uses in the downtown
provides a public sense of place where ALL feel welcome, and cultural
institutions can thrive. We can add to the downtown mix of magnificently
designed theaters, shopping malls, movie houses, office buildings and
mixed-use structures — while adding to the beauty of our downtown
streets and the ethnic, international, economic and demographic mix of
residents and visitors which creates its vitality. We need to build for the
future, not the past.

The concept of Sustainability includes protection of the environment,
economic well being, and social equity for a community. It demands
living in a way that allows future generations to live here, too. For a
sustainable Santa Barbara, please vote against the Height Limits
Initiative on the November ballot.



SB CAN
P.O. Box 23453

SB CAN works to promote social and economic
Jjustice, to preserve our environmental and
agricultural resources, and to create sustainable
communities. SB CAN advocates a holistic
approach to community planning that integrates
housing, open space, and transportation to meet
the needs of all members of our community and
future generations.

Why I’'m a member of SB CAN

"SB CAN works at the nexus of progressive social,
economic and environmental values, provides
a voice for concerned residents and maintains
a critical presence in public policy discussions
throughout Santa Barbara County. That's why
I've made a monthly commitment to sustaining SB
CAN's work."
Geoff Green, Executive Director
Fund for Santa Barbara

Join SB CAN at www.sbcan.org

Santa Barbara, CA 93121-3453

SB CAN extends its heartfelt gratitude to our 2008-09 major funders, sponsors, and donors listed below, as well as our deep

appreciation to all of our members, too many to list here, for their continuing support.
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